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This book is dedicated to all those who
lost their lives during the 1916 Rising, the
brave men and women who fought for our

country.
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Overview

The Easter Rising was a conflict between Ireland and
England, during the week of Easter 1916. There were
sixteen leaders and they were all shot dead. The Irish flag at
the time was plain green with "Irish Republic" written
across the flag. The Rising was considered a failure, but in
1921 there was War of Independence.

The Irish flag during 1916



The Leaders

= ity : .i!'* .
+ VT .
Jotin: MeBiide: L Wichasi b ' ael OHanrahan #';54! Williaxs P

There were sixteen main leaders in the Rising.
Seven of them signed the Proclamation of
Independence. All sixteen of them were
executed in Kilmainham Gaol after the Rising.



Padraig Pearse

Padraig Pearse was born on the 10th of November
1879 in North Brunswick Street. He set up St. Enda's
School in Rathfarnham. He was executed on the 3rd
of May 1916. His brother William Pearse was also

executed.




James Connolly

James Connolly was born on the 5th of June
1868 in Edinburgh, Scotland to Irish parents. He
left school at age eleven to earn a living. He was
shot in the leg in battle. He was executed on the
12th of May 1916. He was propped up on a
chair to be shot.



Joseph Plunkett

Joseph Plunkett was born on the 21st of November
1887 on Upper Fitzwilliam Street in Dublin. He was
diagnosed with tuberculosis at a young age. He got

married seven hours before his execution on the 4th
of May 1916.




Thomas Clarke

Thomas Clarke was born on the Isle of Wight in England on
March 11th 1857. His father served in the English Army and
on retirement, the Clarke family settled down in Dungannon,

county Tyrone. At the age of twenty one he was sworn into
the [.LR.B. He was executed on the 3rd of May 1916.




Sean Mac Diarmada

Sean McDermott was born on the 27th of
January 1883 outside Kiltyclogher in county
Leitrim. He was christened John Joseph
McDermott but took the name Sean
McDermott, although he signed the
Proclamation of Independence as Sean Mac
Diarmada. He was executed on the 12th of May

1916.



Eamonn Ceannt

Eamonn Ceannt was born Edward Thomas Kent on
the 21st of September 1881. He was born 1n a small
village in Galway called Ballymoe. He was executed
in Kilmainham Gaol on the 8th of May 1916.



Thomas MacDonagh

Thomas MacDonagh was born on the 1st of February
1878 in Cloughjordan, county Tipperary. He was a poet
and a playwright. He was executed on the 3rd of May
1916. In 1917, his wife drowned 1n a swimming accident
leaving his two children, Barbara and Donagh as
orphans.




Michael Collins and

Eamon De Valera

Michael Collins was born
on the 16th of October
1890 in Clonakilty, county
Cork. He was the
youngest of eight children.
He was adjutant to Joseph
Plunkett in G.P.O. He was
killed in the Civil War
Béal na Bla in 1922,

Eamon De Valera was

born in Manhattan,
New York on the 14th
of October 1882. His
father died when he
was two. He later
became Taoiseach and
the President of
Ireland.



William Pearse and

Roger Casement

Roger Casement was born
in Sandycove on the 1st of
December 1864. Having
been found guilty of
smuggling arms from
Germany, he was hanged at

Pentonnville Prison on the
3rd of August 1916.

William Pearse was born
in North Brunswick Street
on the 15th November
1881. He was a captain in
the G.P.O during the
Rising. He was executed
on the 4th of May 1916.



Countess Markievicz

and Sean Heuston

Countess Markievicz was
born in Westminster on the
4th of February 1868. She
became a politician for
Fianna Fail and Sinn Féin.
She was also the first woman
to hold a place at the British
House Of Commons.
Countess Markievicz died on
the 15th of July 1927.

Sean Heuston was born in
Dublin on the 21st of
February 1891. With about
20 Volunteers, he held the
Mendicity Institution on the
River Liffey for over two
days. Sean Heuston was

executed on the 8th May
1916.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendicity_Institution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Liffey

16 Dead Men

O but talked at large before
The 16 men that were shot,

But who can talk of give and take,

What should be and what not

While those dead men are loitering there
To stir the boiling pot?

You say that we should still the land
Till Germany's overcome;

But who 1s there to argue that

Now Pearse 1s deaf and dumb?

And 1s there logic to outweight
MacDonagh's bony thumb?

How could you dream they'd listen
That have an ear alone
For those new comrades they have found,
Lord Edward and Wolfe Tone,
Or meddle with our give and take
That converse bone to bone?
William Butler Yeats



The G.PO

The G.P.O (General Post Office) was built on the 6th
of January 1818. On Easter Monday 1916, the Irish
rebels led by Padraig Pearse, occupied the G.P.O and
used it as their base. Pearse read out the proclamation
declaring Ireland a Republic to onlookers in the street.
Fighting broke out between the Irish and the English.
The G.P.O suffered great damage so Pearse against his
will surrendered. The G.P.O is still standing proudly in
O'Connell street. Bullet marks can still be seen in the
pillars of the G.P.O.



The Helga

The Helga was a British gunboat that sailed down the
River Liffey and shelled rebel headquarters. It shelled
the G.P.O, Liberty Hall and Boland's Mill. The British
sailed into the Alexandria Basin and shelled Boland's
Mill, but the rebels inside couldn't get out because the
building was surrounded by the British Army.




Easter Rising 1916
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The Flag

The flag the rebels put up on top of the G.P.O was actually
not the Irish Flag but a green flag with Irish Republic

written on it.

The green in the Irish flag represents the Irish Republic.

The orange 1n the Irish flag represents Protestent people in

Ireland.




Where the Fighting Took Place

The heaviest fighting took place on Mount Street
Bridge in Dublin. The G.P.O had very heavy
fighting with the British trying to invade and the
rebels pushing them out. Moore Street,
Northumberland Road, Boland's Mill, St.
Stephen's Green, Dublin Castle, Henry Street,
Jacob's biscuit factory and along the quays all
saw heavy fighting. Fighting took place in
Ashbourne in county Meath as well.




Kilmainham and Frongoch Prison

Kilmainham jail was  Frangoch 1s located in
built in 1796. It was ~ Wales. 1800 republican
used during the 1916  prisoners were sent to
rising to imprison the Frongoch. The prisoners
leaders before their arrived on June 9th,
execution. Most of the 1916. Frongoch became
leaders were executed known as the University
in the courtyard of of Revolution.

Kilmainham Jail.




World War I

World War 1 began in 1914. Britain sent all their army
troops to fight in the war so there were no longer any
soldiers watching Ireland. The rebels took the oppurtunity
to start a rebellion

The British army were very confused whether to send
troops to Ireland or the war, so the rebels thought it would
be easy to fight. But they were wrong.

Many Irish people fought with the British army and when
they came back from the war they were treated very
badly by the rebels for fighting with the British.




Schools of the
Rising

One hundred years ago, boys and girls were taught

different subjects. Every child had to learn how to read,
write, spell and use maths. The boys were taught about
agriculture. While the girls were taught needlework,
cookery and laundry.

Part of the teachers job was to light the fire in the
classroom. Pupils had to clean the school every day.
Damages such as a broken window were sometimes paid
for by teachers out of their own money. Other facilities
that today's pupils take for granted, such as flushing
toilets, were rare in 1916.

A class photo from 1916



The Proclamation of

Independence

The Proclamation of Independence was read
aloud by Padraig Pearse on the steps of the
G.P.O. It was signed by Padraig Pearse, Thomas
Clarke, Thomas MacDonagh, Sean Mac
Diarmada, Eamonn Ceannt and Joseph Plunkett.

THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

OF THE

iRISH REPUBLIC
T0 TEE PEOPLE OF IRELAND,

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN : In the name of God and of the dead generations
from which she reegives her old tradition of nationhoed, Ireland, through us, sufimons
her children to her flag and strikes for her freedom.

Having organised and trained her manhood through her secrei revolutiopary
organisation, the Irish Republican Broti#rhood. and through her open military |
organisations, the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently 1
perfected her discipline, baving resolutely waited for the right moment to reveal ‘
itsell, she now seizes that moment, and, supported by her exiled children in America
and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first on her own swrength, she |
strikes in full confidence of vietory :

We declare the right oi the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to

1 ed control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefcasible, The long
n of that right by a foreign people and government has not exdnguished the
right. nor can it ever be extinguished exeept by the destruction of the Irish people. In

p roneration the Irish people have assarted their right to national freedom and

nty ; six times during the past three hundred years they have asserted it in
ntal right and again asserting it in arms in the face ‘
of orld, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republie as a Sovercign Independent State,
wnd we pledge our lives an ¢s of our comrades-in-arms (o the cause of its freedom,
of its welfare. and of its exaltation among the nations.

The Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegiance of every ‘
Irishman and Irishwoman. . The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, squal |
rights and equal opportunities to allits citizens, and declares ils resolve te pursus
the happiness and prosperity of the whoie nation and of all its parts, cherishing all
the children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences carcfully fostered
by an alien government, which have divided a minority {rom Lhe majority in the past.

Until our arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of 2 |
permanent National Government, represcntativeof the whole people of Ircland and
olected by the suffrages of all her men and women, the Provisional Government, hereby
constituted, will administer the civil and military” affairs of the Republic in trust for &
the people.  Jie ASS 3 - L .

We place the cause of the Irish Republic under the proteetion of the Host High God.
Whose blessing we invoke upon our arms and we pray that no one Wwho servas that
cause will dishonour it by cowardice, inbumanity. or rapine. Ip this supreme hour
the Irish nation must, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of its children
to sacrifice themselves for the commen, good, prove itsellf werthyof the augusl destiny
to which it is called.

_ THOMAS J. CLARKE, :
| SEAN Mac DIARMADA.  THOMAS MaeDONAGE.

L |
‘ B
Signed on Beéhalf «f the Provisonal (i vermmant, %



Terrible Truths
- One of the first shops robbed when the .

looting started was Noblet's sweet shop.
The sweets were torn from the shelves.
Crowds of adults and children fought on
the street over the sweets.

. The rebels consisted of brave
women too. Some rebel women
smuggled guns and other arms in
their knickers. The British were too
polite to search the women, so one
officer dressed up as an old lady and
started asking the rebels if he could
search them, and of course the
officer was shot.

. Some people carried on normal

lives during the rising, for example

James Kearney the St. Stephen's . James Connolly
Green grounds keeper was allowed gerved in the British
into the park twice a day to feed the Army, but he hated

ducks. it, so he left.



. Joseph Plunkett and a group of rebels stole a tram,
and they took its driver hostage. While the rest of the
group were firing from the top of the tram, Plunkett
was on the bottom deck holding a shotgun to the
driver's back, whilst paying him for 57 one way tickets.

. Zenon Geldof was a chef. He was also the
grandfather of Bob Geldof, the lead singer of the
"Boomtown Rats''. During the Rising, bullets were
flying in his Kitchen window, so he got a special permit
to walk the streets of Dublin without being shot.

. The British tried dirty tricks. At. Rebel leader Eamon
the Shelbourne Hotel a British De Valera sent a
soldier dressed up as a maid and volunteer to guard the
sat in an open window. When he railway. De Valera
saw a target he would whip a also told him to shoot
pistol out of his sock and shoot the anything he saw in a
target. Afterwards he would stuff uniform. When the
the gun into his sock and carry on volunteer arrived at
acting as the innocent maid. the rail way he look
Finally an Irish rebel saw the about and saw a
soldier and shot the "maid" with apostman...

sniper.



Pictures
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British soldiers survey the completely wrecked
interior of the G.P.O. after the Rising
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Padraig Pearse
surrendering to
British soldiers










The 1916 Rising was a
pivotal moment in Irish

history.

This book gives an insight
into some of the main
characters and evenits which

shaped Irish history in 1916.



